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[Korea Herald] Study urges public sector clean—up

Korea's government and public sector have made some progress in eliminating corruption but
still have a long way to go, an international report released recently said.

According to the study, better reporting mechanisms should be put in place for public
institutions.

The study, National Integrity System Korea 2006, was conducted by Transparency International.

"Most laws do not explicitly provide for reporting mechanisms in details, yet in practice, all
public institutions report to the higher instances," the report said.

It also said "public administrative institutions are accountable to the government and obligated
to report to the President," while constitutionally independent institutions are only required to
report to their next higher instances.

The report also pointed out that institutional audits were not held properly.

"Although Korean administrative agencies are indeed subject to rigid oversight by law, in
practice, much can be improved in terms of actual audit and inspection mechanisms," the
report stated.

However, the organization acknowledged that out of 431 institutions, 404 central and local
administrative institutions established their own codes of conduct as of December 2005 to
ensure integrity.

The international organization recommended enhancing monitoring mechanisms such as the
state-run Korean Independent Commission Against Corruption, improving public officials' ethics
management systems and promoting information sharing with the public.

The organization also said accountability of local governments, transparency and ethics
education must be enforced.

"It's now time for us to live up to the expectation of the people and the world," officials at TI
Korea said in a statement. "We must keep in mind that without proper implementation and
visible outcomes, K-PACT not disappoints people, but is itself international fraud." K-PACT, or
Korea Pact on Anticorruption and Transparency, is an intiative between the public, private,
political and civil society sectors to eliminate corruption.

(sharon@heraldm.com)
By Cho Ji—hyun
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