   Governments Are Poor Performers In Fighting Corruption: Watchdog

Citizens around the world rate their governments as poor performers in the fight against corruption with some people feeling that their political leaders even encourage it, an international corruption watchdog said Thursday. 

Some 69 per cent of people worldwide see their government as not effective in fighting corruption, as making no effort in combatting it or as actually encouraging the practice, a new report by Transparency International found. 

Nearly one in five people in the United States and in Britain said their government was promoting corruption rather than tackling it. 

The report also found that citizens around the globe perceive political parties to be the most corrupt institutions, followed by parliaments, the judiciary and the business sector. 

"Corruption has infiltrated public life and burrowed in," Transparency International Policy and Research Director Robin Hodess said. 

The report showed that citizens' trust in their elected leaders was being violated, Hodess stressed, adding, "The democratic process is at stake if this warning is not heeded." 

Bribes are most commonly paid around the world to the police with Latin America as the region where some 30 per cent of people in contact with the police end up paying a bribe. 

Bribery for access to services such as electricity and tax revenue was most common in Africa, the report said. 

The percentage of citizens who believe corruption affects their personal or family life varied greatly among regions, with 22 per cent of Europeans feeling personally affected to a great extent, compared to 70 per cent of Africans. 

In Bolivia, Kenya, Nigeria, the Philippines, South Korea and Turkey, more than 70 per cent of respondents said that corruption affects their personal and family lives to a large extent. 

Transparency International chief Huguette Labelle urged governments worldwide to make anti-corruption work a top priority. 

"People have spoken unequivocally, and governments must act now to stop corruption in all forms, curb money laundering, protect whistleblowers, and ensure the return of looted assets," she said. 

The watchdog's report, Global Corruption Barometer 2006, is based on a poll of nearly 60,000 people in 62 countries.
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