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establish an anti-corruption office under the Ministry
of Justice [MOIJ]. Various polls have shown that the
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fugitives are in private and public figures
hiding in because it was answerable only
China.” to the country's premier.
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coordinator
Liao said 47 countries have
anti-corruption offices, but studies showed that the
bureaus functioned better in countries that had
adopted Anglo-Saxon law, rather than continental
law.
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"Because prosecutors in countries with Anglo-Saxon
law system -- such as Hong Kong -- have no power
of judicial investigation, they need a strong and
independent bureau to combat corruption,” Liao said.

Some reporters questioned the need for a special
bureau to combat corruption since the government
last year passed an amendment to the Organic Law
of Court Organization (3 [ 51% ), which gave
the state public prosecutor-general more power to
probe the president and other top-level government
officials. Kuan responded that while prosecutors
serve to investigate corruption after it has been
discovered, an anti-graft office would help to prevent
and detect corruption.

Liao called for greater cooperation between Taiwan
and China on combatting corruption and other
crimes.

"Statistics show that more than 80 percent of
Taiwanese fugitives are in hiding in China. This fact
jeopardizes Taiwan's judicial system," Liao said.

At their annual conference last April, Liao said,
APEC member countries had agreed to form a
framework to combat corruption and money
laundering.

Taiwan could seek to cooperate with China under
this framework, Liao said, thereby avoiding the need
for potentially tricky negotiations.
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