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	New book puts corruption in despotic regimes in its crosshairs

	Politicians and civil society groups discuss effects of corruption and strategies to combat problem from regional perspective
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Daily Star staff

	 

	BEIRUT: Having been "brushed under the carpet" for over 10 years, the issue of corruption is once again out in the open, with more and more of the region's civil society groups now daring to tackle the issue. Corruption and a general lack of transparency are among the major factors hindering the development of societies in the Arab region according to Arab civil society groups. 

Presenting a new tool for fighting corruption in the Arab world, Transparency International (TI) launched the adapted version of its resource book, "Confronting Corruption: The Arab Integrity System," in Beirut yesterday. 

The 300-page book discusses detailed strategies for fighting corruption for use by political and judicial authorities as well as civil society and citizens and describes the role of transparency, accountability and good governance in all aspects of the public life. 

"This book is an act of resistance against the despotic regimes in the region and should be used as an instrument to combat corruption by parliamentarians, citizens and civil society groups," said MP Ghassan Moukheiber. 

Moukheiber called on all citizens to participate actively in fighting against corruption and join civil groups promoting transparency. 

Describing corruption as a widely spread phenomenon in the Arab region, TI representative in Morocco, Kamal Mesbahi said that "corruption in the region is structural and leads to heavy losses on the economic, cultural and social levels." 

"Corruption is spreading in the Arab region because the political and administrative authorities are not subject to clear laws and do not undergo accountability in addition to the ignorance or fear of the citizen," he said. 

Mesbahi stressed the need to combat corruption in order to improve the economy arguing that "the credibility of the judicial system and good governance are the first factors that makes an economy attractive for investment." 

Mesbahi said the book is just a starting point and should be followed by civil society initiatives such as an independent agency for fighting corruption and clear laws against money laundering. 

Explaining the relevance of the book for the region, the president of the Bahrain Transparency Society, Jasim al-Ajmi said that it was a collective work resulting from the contributions of experts and TI partner organizations in the Arab region, insisting it is much more than an Arabic-language translation. 

"It has been overhauled to make its content relevant to the political, economic and social realities of the Arab region," he added. 

Pointing out the role of TI as the leading global civil society organization working on broadening awareness about corruption, Deputy Chairman of TI U.K., David Murray said that 10 years ago the issue of corruption was brushed under the carpet. 

"A massive change in the attitude toward corruption took place on the international level lately especially with the passing of a UN convention against corruption", he said. 

Murray said that the organization addresses the issue of corruption within the specific context of a certain country by working closely with local groups and advocates. 

Meanwhile commenting on the Lebanese case, the co-executive director of the Lebanese Transparency Association, Khalil Gebara, said corruption is linked to the political system, which is based on "clientelism." 

Highlighting the Palestinian experience of civil society groups, the general coordinator of AMAN - the Coalition for Accountability and Transparency, Azmi Shuaibi, spoke about the importance of coordination between civil groups and politicians in fighting the existence corruption. 

"Our success as a group over the past five years has been managing to make friends from the political class and the judiciary who are now fighting corruption within the political and judicial system," he said. 

"The corruption within the security institutions is of the worst type because it terrorizes and hampers the citizens will to participate in change," he said. 

Insisting military budgets in most Arab countries range from 25 to 40 percent of their national revenues, Shuaidi called for security institutions to reveal their budgets and present reports to the public. 

Free copies of "Confronting Corruption: The Arab Integrity System" are available at the office of the Lebanese Transparency Association (for more information, please call 01/ 293045).
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