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PNG ranked 162 in 2007 Corruption Perception Index (CPI)
Papua New Guinea has been ranked 162, alongside Bangladesh, Cambodia, the Central African Republic, Turkmenistan and Venezuela, in the Transparency International (TI) Corruption Perceptions Index 2007.
A total of 180 countries are included in the Corruption Perceptions Index 2007 (CPI) with Denmark, Finland and New Zealand sharing the number one highly clean position.  
In 2006 PNG was ranked 130 out of 163 countries and this year we are ranked 162 out of 180 countries so effectively our ranking has dropped 13 places.
This ranking was derived based on  a   total of six surveys  undertaken by the following international organisations;_
1. The Country performance Assessment Ratings by the ADB

2. The Bertelsmann Transformation Index(BTI)

3. Country Policy and Institution Assessment by the IDA and IBRD (the CPIA),

4. Economic Intelligence Unit (EIU)

5. Global Insights (formerly World Markets Research Centre) (GI) 

6. Merchant International Group (MIG)
Notably, Papua New Guinea’s CPI score dropped  between 2006 and 2007,  from 2.4   to 2.0 which is a vital indication of the perceived level of corruption in PNG. This year also saw the inclusion of three neighbouring Pacific countries Solomon Islands, Vanuatu and Tonga who were ranked 111, 98 and 175 respectively.. 

The Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI) is a composite survey, reflecting the perceptions of business people and country analysts, both resident and non-resident, ranking countries in terms of the degree to which corruption is perceived to exist among public officials and politicians.

In announcing the 2007 Corruption Perception Index, Secretary of Transparency International (PNG) Inc, Mr Richard Kassman said that Papua New Guinea has sadly fallen in ranking and this reflects the  perceived level of corruption and this perception could be largely due to  many  outstanding  issues facing past and present governments that have not been properly addressed and/or resolved.

 “The media has reported on and exposed a  number of issues of governance and corruption over the years and consequently our drop in the CPI ranking  should not come as a surprise to us ,” said Mr Kassman. 

He added that these irregularities are evident through the Auditor General’s Report, the Parliamentary Accounts Commission (PAC)  findings, Ombudsman Commission and number of Commissions of Inquires.  
“Misapplication of public funds, fraud, dishonesty, wantokisim, stolen money, failure to keep proper financial accounts, conflicts of interest, questionable public appointments to positions of trust and financial responsibilities, leaders’ failure to appear before Commissions of Inquiries,  electoral roll foul play and public servants’ disregard for the Laws and welfare of the state and its citizens  are examples of corruption found in both the public and private sectors are the factors that contribute to our poor ranking on the Corruption Perception Index,’  Mr Kassman pointed out 
He said TI PNG as an organisation does not get involved in this survey. “The assessments in this surveys used for PNG are being done basically by a network of overseas based together with local correspondents of the organisations carrying out the survey. The TI Secretariat utilises a specialist firm to collate the data from around the world, they compile, review and analyse the data and prepare the CPI.
TIPNG calls on all Members of Parliament to work together and provide leadership in dealing with the issues of corruption and poor governance that appear to be gaining a foothold in all sector of PNG society and impact greatly on the lives of all Papua New Guineans.

Mr Kassman concluded that the first step is for us all work to ensure that our established systems and process function properly and that our countries laws & regulations are adhered to then we will see that the perception of corruption in our country will reduce significantly.
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