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Scandals in the news have made Germans pessimistic

Transparency International presents the Global Corruption Barometer in Berlin
Clear signals from government imperative – Media and NGOs must act too

Berlin, 6.12.2007 - The international anti-corruption organisation, Transparency International, today presented in Berlin its Global Corruption Barometer 2007, an annual opinion poll of the perceptions and experiences of the general public in relation to corruption. From a German perspective it is primarily the persistent pessimism that is most notable: 69 percent of the German population expects corruption to increase in the next three years. Among EU member states, only citizens of the United Kingdom (72%) and the Netherlands (73%) are more pessimistic. All others are distinctly less so, most notably Bulgaria (32%), Romania (36%) and Lithuania (37%).
"Obviously, through scandals such as Siemens and VW, and the many incidents at local level, people have woken up and realised that corruption is also a problem in Germany” said Sylvia Schenk, Chair of Transparency International Germany: “There is, however, no reason for excessive pessimism. The increasing profile of the issue in public debate shows precisely that public prosecutors as well as critical journalists are increasingly uncompromising in pursuing corruption and that they take a much stricter approach to conflicts of interest.”

“Germany has, however, still not ratified the UN Convention against Corruption – in contrast to over 100 countries, including the UK, France, Canada, Russia and the United States,” continued Schenk. ”It is particularly shocking in this context that 77 percent of the German population rates the efforts of the government to fight corruption as ineffective. Government must send clear signals on this count!”
Asked about the perception of corruption in different sectors in Germany, private enterprise and political parties, on a scale from five (“highly corrupt”) to one (“not corrupt”), rated most poorly (3.5). Last year, political parties pulled up the rear alone with a score of 3.7. As in the previous year, permit and registry services (2.0) and the educational sector (2.2) were rated as least corrupt. Due to a slight improvement in parliament’s score, it this year ranks ahead (with a score of 3.0) of the media (3.1). The most notable change is seen with utilities whose score has worsened from 2.8 to 3.1. Schenk sees opaque structures, doubts about pricing structures, but also the increasingly observed linkages with the political world – particularly at the local and Länder- level – as potential causes.
Again, non-governmental organisations (NGOs) fall in the mid-high range with a score of 2.8. “This is a sign that transparency in civil society is at least as important as for the state and private industry. Precisely NGOs are under greater public pressure, and rightly so, to account for how they finance themselves and their operations. 
Note to editors:
Around 63,000 people in 60 countries were polled by Gallup International on behalf of Transparency International for the Global Corruption Barometer 2007. 

Comparison of sectors in Germany (5=highly corrupt; 1= not corrupt at all)
	Sector
	2007
	2006

	Business/Private sector
	3,5
	3,5

	Political parties
	3,5
	3,7

	Media
	3,1
	3,1

	Utilities
	3,1
	2,8

	Parliament / Legislature
	3,0
	3,1

	NGOs
	2,8
	2,8

	Medical Services
	2,8
	2,6

	Religiöse Institutionen
	2,5
	2,6

	Legal System / Judiciary 
	2,5
	2,5

	Military
	2,4
	2,5

	Police
	2,3
	2,3

	Tax Revenue
	2,3
	2,4

	Education System
	2,2
	2,2

	Registry and Permit Services
	2,0
	2,0
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