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Nigeria glad to be only sixth most corrupt country


Nigeria gave itself a pat on the back Tuesday after learning that it has been rated as only the sixth most corrupt country in the world. Africa's most populous nations climbed four places in the rankings of global watchdog Transparency International's 2005 corruption perception index, its best ever performance.President Olusegun Obasanjo's government welcomed the news, which it said was a vindication of its latest high-profile anti-graft drive. "Transparency International has confirmed that the Obasanjo administration's relentless campaign against corruption is having a positive impact," said Information Minister Frank Nweke. In its latest annual report published on Tuesday, Transparency placed Nigeria in 152nd position, with only Chad, Bangladesh, Turkmenistan, Myanmar and Haiti considered more corrupt. "Although the federal government believes that Nigeria's new position on the index does not fully reflect the Herculean efforts which the Obasanjo administration has been making in the past six years to combat corruption, it welcomes the acknowledgement," Nweke said. The index is based on the perceptions of outsiders, which take "years to change and often differ from current realities. In Nigeria's case, the present reality is that ... corruption is certainly no longer a way of life in the country as it was some years ago," he added, in a statement. Nigeria has become notorious as one of the world's most corrupt countries after largely squandering the profits of five decades as Africa's chief oil exporter. Today, despite the country earning record revenues from exports of around 2.5 million barrels per day, almost 80 percent of the 130-million-strong population live on less than a dollar a day. Meanwhile a hugely wealthy elite of businessmen, former generals and corrupt functionaries live in astonishing splendour, isolated from failing public infrastructure and violent unrest. Since he came to power in 1999, Obasanjo has promised a serious war against corruption and in the past months some top officials -- ministers, a senate president, the head of the police and two naval chiefs -- have faced prosecution.ola-eg/ade/dc/sj
