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Perception Index Rates SA as Third Least Corrupt in Africa 
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Pretoria 

South Africa has been ranked 46th in the world on a corruption perception index - coming third as the least corrupt country in Africa. 

Transparency International today released the findings of its Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI). 

The body surveyed 159 countries world-wide with the most and least public sector corruption. 

South Africa's score dropped to 4.5 this year from 4.6 last year. 

CPI scores relate to perceptions by business people and country analysts and ranges between ten for (highly clean) and zero for (highly corrupt). 

South Africa is the third least corrupt African country after Botswana (5.9) and Tunisia (4.9), according to the perception index. 

Transparency International chairperson Dr Peter Eigen said South Africa's drop from 4.6 to 4.5 had no significance at all. 

"The reduction is negligible, it has no significance at all", he said. 

However, the chairperson for the Public Service Commission Professor Stan Sangweni has questioned the methods used by Transparency International in its rating of South Africa. 

He has questioned why Transparency International had only considered the views of business people and analysts. 

He said corruption affected everybody from business people, the public and civil society - and therefore all sectors of society ought to be involved in the survey. 

"The CPI does not take stock of the anti-corruption legislation we have in place in this country," said Professor Sangweni. 

He said South Africa was committed to fighting corruption. 

Prof Sangweni said when President Thabo Mbeki delivered his speech at the Second National Anti-Corruption Summit in March , he noted that South Africa had made great progress in the fight against corruption. 

President Mbeki said the country had adopted progressive anti corruption laws and had set institutions to reinforce that commitment. 

"Our president has also called for greater effort in the fight against corruption in both the public and private sectors because corruption is inimical to development. 

"It constrains our ability to fight poverty, negatively affects economic development, damages social values and undermines democracy and good governance," said Prof Sangweni. 

He told Dr Eigen that South Africa was an active participant in many international conventions aimed at curbing corruption. 

"We have passed the awareness stage. We are now looking at ways on how we can combat this scourge," said Prof Sangweni. 

Dr Eigen agreed that South Africa was among the exemplary countries and described President Thabo Mbeki's releasing of his Deputy Jacob Zuma, who's now facing corruption charges, as an encouraging sign. 

"It must have been a painful decision. In many places in the world people would shy away from decisions like that. Corruption is a major cause of poverty as well as a barrier to overcoming it. 

"The two scourges feed off each other, locking their populations in a cycle of misery. Corruption must be vigorously addressed if aid is to make a real difference in freeing people from poverty," said Dr Eigen. 

Iceland was rated "highly clean" (9.7) in the perception index, with Chad (1.7) being perceived as the most highly corrupt country in the world. 
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