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No big change in SA corruption
	 Presenter: Lindsay Williams 
	Guest(s): Kobus de Swardt 


South Africa is ranked number 46 in the latest Transparency International (TI) 2005 Corruption Perception Index. With TI global programmes director Kobus de Swardt 

LINDSAY WILLIAMS: South Africa at number 46 - that’s unchanged from the last time the index was published. I don’t know if that’s a good or a bad thing - do you think it’s good that we haven’t gone down, or is it bad that we haven’t gone up? 

KOBUS DE SWARDT: As global programmes director for Transparency International - including all 92 countries in which we operate - I just happen to be South African, but I’m based in Berlin. In terms of the South African score - that stayed very much stable over the last year, and its position slipped slightly from 44 to 46 on the list that now includes 158 countries in the world - but there’s been no major change in terms of South Africa’s score. 

LINDSAY WILLIAMS: In terms of major events since the last index was compiled, I suppose the major event has been the way that we’ve handled the Zuma affair - has that been considered to be positive for South Africa? 

KOBUS DE SWARDT: That is most definitely something that we as Transparency International consider majorly positive - it’s indeed a watershed moment for South Africa, and a very strong sign of a maturing democracy that has sent a very positive signal to the rest of the world. Those kinds of signals - that a government is showing strong political will at the top to root out corruption takes some time to filter down. One must remember that the corruption perception index is compiled through particularly expert opinion over a three year period - so short-term changes are not immediately reflected, that takes some time - but there are some positive signs on the legal framework side with the Prevention and Combating of Corrupt Activities Act of 2004 is indeed another very important milestone, and as that Act starts being implemented we envisage that would have a positive impact on South Africa’s Corruption Perception Index score. 

LINDSAY WILLIAMS: From the point of view of our position in this index - how can we improve? What areas should we be working on? 

KOBUS DE SWARDT: As I said the legal and institutional framework created over the last couple of years in South Africa is by worldwide standards very impressive, so is the public service and anti-corruption strategy of 2002 - those all have now to be turned into action. The framework is there, implementing that is the next step - particularly local and provincial government presents a very strong challenge to South Africa, because those are areas in which it is particularly weak. 

LINDSAY WILLIAMS: I’m just quoting here from an article that’s going to appear in tomorrow’s Business Day newspaper from my colleague Rob Rose - it says: “The survey was rife with holes, and was roundly slammed by Professor Stan Sangweni who chairs South Africa’s Public Service Commission, and is a member of the Anti-Corruption Forum.” It goes on to say that Sangweni said it fell short of giving a “meaningful” contribution, and exposed Transparency International’s “questionable methodology” and only reflected the views of business leaders and analysts. What would you way to that? 

KOBUS DE SWARDT: The last point is of course correct, yes - this index does reflect perceptions of public sector corruption amongst expert observers, including business people, academics, and risk analysts - and there’s no way that we tried to hide it. That’s the reality, but it’s only one of a number of global instruments that we have. On 9 December 2005 we will be publishing our global barometer - that takes into account vox populi, in other words the general population’s views of corruption in particular sectors. That is a very different instrument. So yes, this particular methodology has its weaknesses - but one has to realise what purpose it’s for. If you want a detailed analysis of corruption in a country then you, for example, look at our National Integrity Studies that were published in March 2005 - that’s a 140-page detailed analysis. The Corruption Perception Index, published annually in over 158 countries, gives you a snapshot over time of how very important people - risk analysts, businesspeople, and academics that are very important in terms of accessing the investment climate in a country - have of corruption amongst public sector people. So if you see that as what it’s intended to do - it’s still very important, and for governments to take note of. 

LINDSAY WILLIAMS: Let’s give the SA government something to aspire to - who’s at the top of the league? 

KOBUS DE SWARDT: At the top of the league is Iceland, followed by Finland, New Zealand, Denmark, Singapore, Sweden, Switzerland, Norway, Australia. The United Kingdom is in position 11. Of the African countries South Africa is doing quite well, and Botswana is doing very well at number 31 out of 158 - that has to be commended. South Africa has stabilised its position around the bottom third of the list. 

LINDSAY WILLIAMS: Last on the list? 

KOBUS DE SWARDT: Last on the list - not an enviable position to be in - is Chad and Bangladesh. 

LINDSAY WILLIAMS: The top four - Iceland, Finland, New Zealand and Denmark it’s so cold and wet they’re too miserable to be corrupt! Chad? It’s just too hot to be anything but corrupt!
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