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Cameroon; Akere T. Muna : "Government Has Become More Aware"



Akere T. Muna, president of the Transparency International Cameroon.
How can Transparency International account for the position it has given Cameroon in this year's index classification?We don't have to render an account. The index you see is a compilation of a survey done by different international organisations. So, it is not really a T.I. index alone. It orders people to compile the index. However, when Transparency classified Cameroon as number one, government thought it wise and started talking about it. That in a conference like this, we have government officials participating in the discussion, is something of great importance. I think that government is becoming more aware of it. It is really a matter of perception. The more you talk about it and discuss it, people have the impression you are fighting about it. And so, we have to move from that impression into something concrete. Things have really evolved to the extent that people now anxiously wait for the classification to come out. To say that the classification is because of me, is rather wrong. 

Can we say that Cameroon is making some significant improvement?I would say the government is talking about it. From that point of view, I would say yes. But as you know, structures, laws and regulations are the bases of the fight. However, we don't have to think that because we have the law and the structures, we have already achieved something. Now that we have signed United Nations convention, we have to work to implement it. This, of course demands some political will.What is your overall assessment of the corruption index in Cameroon?I don't have an overall assessment. It is for you men of the press who cover all these things to tell me. Do Cameroonians think the situation is better or not?We know hoverer that Cameroon has improved. Does this really tie with the situation on the field?You are making a comparison between the figures and the reality. Did you say Cameroon has improved? I don't really know. Improved from where? We are talking about a score of 2.2 on 10. If your child comes home from school with a 2.2 on 10, will you be happy? On the basis of this, I think we have a long way to go. We have to intensify our fight.The Minister of the Economy and Finance said in his speech that Cameroon has made significant improvement. Did that tie with T.I's opinion?I judge people by what they say and above all by what they try to do. Frankly speaking, the present Minister of the Economy and Finance, went to London and declared that we shall start declaring revenue for oil. That is being done already. He said we shall join the EITI project. That equally has been done. He has created a commission on oil revenue. He asked all the Ministers to come and sit in the hall and discuss with T.I what government is doing. This is very encouraging and I think we have to learn to accept what we see. I can't talk about what I don't see. We invited them to say what they are doing and they accepted to come. I saw also everybody that matters. So, I think it is important to make them speak for us to say what they are saying that has not been done.You have been talking about indicators of good governance. What are they?That is not really my word. Actually, indicators of good governance is what experts are using to evaluate the performance of countries. These cover human rights, political and economic freedom, democracy, etc. There are all together 16 of them that are being used today to attribute points to countries.
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