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TAIWAN RANKS 32ND IN 2005 WORLD CORRUPTION PERCEPTION INDEX

BYLINE: By S.C. Chang

Taiwan ranked 32nd, with a score of 5.9, among the 159 countries surveyed in Transparency International's (TI's) 2005 Corruption Perceptions Index, up three notches from last year's survey, TI Taiwan said Tuesday.More than two-thirds of the 159 nations surveyed scored less than five out of a possible 10, indicating serious levels of corruption in a majority of the countries surveyed.Among Asian countries, Singapore was the least corrupt country, with a score of 9.4. Other Asian countries with a score of five or above include Hong Kong (15th), Japan (21st) , Malaysia (39th) and South Korea (40th). China scored 3.2, ranking 78th. 

Except for Singapore, all "clean countries" with a score of nine or higher are developed countries such as Iceland, Finland, New Zealand, Denmark and Switzerland.The 2005 Index bears witness to the double burden of poverty and
corruption borne by the world's least developed countries. "Corruption is a major cause of poverty as well as a barrier to overcoming it," said TI Chairman Peter Eigen. "The two scourges feed off each other, locking their populations in a cycle of misery. Corruption must be vigorously addressed if aid is to make a real difference in freeing people from poverty, " he said. Among the countries included in the index, corruption is perceived as most rampant in Chad, Bangladesh, Turkmenistan, Myanmar
and Haiti-- also among the poorest countries in the world. Moreover, extensive research shows that foreign investment is lower in countries perceived to be corrupt, which further thwarts their chance to prosper. "Corruption isn't a natural disaster. It is the cold, calculated theft of opportunity from the men, women and children who are least able to protect themselves, " said David Nussbaum, TI's chief
executive. An increase in perceived corruption from 2004 to 2005 can be
measured in countries such as Costa Rica, Gabon, Nepal, Papua New
Guinea, Russia, the Seychelles, Sri Lanka, Suriname, Trinidad &
Tobago and Uruguay. Conversely, a number of countries and territories show noteworthy improvements -- a decline in perceptions of corruption -- over the
past year, including Estonia, France, Hong Kong, Japan, Jordan,
Kazakhstan, Nigeria, Qatar, Taiwan and Turkey.
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