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Sierra Leone Ranked 124th Corrupt Country



Transparency International's Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI) 2005 placed Sierra Leone as the 124th corrupt out of 159 countries in the world, a press release issued by the National Accountability Group (NAG) issued Tuesday states.The release states that the implication for the lack of improvement in corruption levels are dire, as corruption continues to undermine economic growth and sustainable development as the country struggles to meet its Millennium Development Goals of halving extreme poverty by 2015. 

"The annual study is widely regarded as one of the most standardized measures of corruption used internationally and the 2005 CPI ranks Sierra Leone 124th out of the 159 countries included in the study, placing Sierra Leone on par with such corruption riddled countries as Niger, Afghanistan and Uganda. Among West African countries included in the study, only Liberia, Cote d'Ivoire and Nigeria ranked lower," the release states and adds that the country's future largely depends on the political will to fight corruption. NAG called on President Kabbah to demonstrate his commitment to combating corruption by effectively implementing the recommendations contained in the National Anti- Corruption Strategy. "With the vast amounts of international aid pouring into the country, the citizens deserve a better standard of living, which can only be achieved when the country's rampant corruption is reduced," the release states.
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