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Nigeria Improves On TI Rating



FEDERAL Government's anti-graft war may have continued to yield result as Nigeria yesterday moved five places up on the 2005 Corruption Perception Index (CPI), to become the sixth most corrupt nation in the world. Chairman of Transparency International (TI) Prof. Peter Eigen, who released the latest ranking, said Equatorial Guinea and Cote d'Ivoire jointly share same position with Nigeria. The report placed Nigeria's neighbour, Chad as the most corrupt country in the world. However, Nigeria's latest score is an improvement on its previous performance in 2004 when she placed second and the first position as the most corrupt nation in 2003. 

The 2005 CPI however placed Chad at the bottom of the ladder as the most corrupt country polling 1.7 points to equal Bangladesh, just as Turkmenistan, Myanmar and Haiti came third, fourth and fifth places respectively though each of them polled 1.8 points. Nigeria polled 1.9 points same as Equatorial Guinea and Ivory Coast to remain among the 10 most corrupt countries which include Tajikistan and Angola. On the other hand, Iceland maintained its record as the least corrupt country, topping the CPI with 9.7 points followed by Finland and New Zealand with 9.6 points each to come second and third respectively.Presenting the report, TI's chairman, Prof. Eigen, said a total of 159 countries were ranked of which more than 70 percent scored less than five out of a clean score of ten.He said the scores were an indication that corruption pervades all aspects of public life while calling for concerted effort to combat and eliminate it.According to him, the index "serves as a powerful tool for the people to hammer home the reality of endemic corruption, removing the possibility for governments to deny the problem," adding that it is also "a snapshot of perceived levels of corruption around the globe. It continues to drive greater awareness of this scourge and in many countries, opens the door to dialogue on an otherwise taboo subject."Eigen said change will not occur without a fundamental right to know what government is doing, while reminding that "many of the lowest scoring countries on the index are also among the poorest. Corruption is a major cause of poverty as well as a barrier to overcoming it. The two form a vicious circle that can be arrested through targeted anti-corruption reforms. These are not just paper tigers. Properly implemented, they mean better lives for hundreds of millions of people."He however called on both low and high-income countries to work in unison to break the cycle of corruption, warning that "this does not mean that the wealthy countries should or can simple impose their conditions on the poor. It means a respectful and determined cooperation among equals who carry joint responsibility."On his part, chief Executive of TI, David Nussbaum, warned that the result should not be used to punish a country or deny its people needed support for development.Noting that no country is perfect, Nussbaum said "corruption is not a natural disaster: it is the cold, calculated theft of opportunity from the men, women and children around the world who are least able to protect themselves. It must be taken seriously.""It is a sign that its structural health is failing and needs urgent attention, be it from the domestic government, business community or civil society or from the donor community," he added.A breakdown of the CPI indicates that Africa has 20 countries out of the last 50 countries on the index. Countries listed include, from the least, Chad, Nigeria, Equatorial Guinea, Ivory Coast, Angola, Sudan, Somalia, Kenya, Democratic Republic of Congo, Liberia, Ethiopia, Cameroon, Republic of Congo, Burundi, Sierra Leone, Niger, Uganda, Libya, Zimbabwe and Zambia.Botswana, South Africa and Namibia are the only African countries listed in the top 50 most transparent countries.Meanwhile, TI identified government secrecy, inappropriate influence of the elite and distorted political finance as inducers of corruption while asking for increase in the political will to fight the malaise. It also called for greater public access to information about budgets, revenue and expenditure. It urged for promotion of strong coordination among governments, the private sector and civil society to increase efficiency and sustainability in the anti-corruption and good government efforts. The TI also called on defaulting countries to sign existing anti-corruption treaties and conventions like the United Nations convention against corruption, the anti-bribery convention and the other regional conventions against corruption.
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