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Asia-Pacific corruption high, worries over tsunami aid


Public sector corruption in the Asia-Pacific region continues to be high but some countries are improving their record, according to an international survey released Tuesday. The 'Corruption Perceptions Index 2005' shows that in the region 13 out of the 25 countries surveyed scored at or below three out of a possible 10. The perceptions have gotten worse in countries such as Nepal, Sri Lanka, but have gotten better in Japan, Hong Kong, Taiwan and South Korea. 

Globally, more than two-thirds of the 159 nations surveyed in Transparency International's report scored less than 5 out of a clean score of 10, indicating serious levels of corruption in a majority of the countries surveyed. 'Corruption is a major cause of poverty as well as a barrier to overcoming it. The two scourges feed off each other, locking their populations in a cycle of misery,' TI Chairman Peter Eigen said. 'Corruption must be vigorously addressed if aid is to make a real difference in freeing people from poverty.' Top of the index, which combines several surveys, came Iceland with a score of 9.7, while the United States came in at 17th place on 7.6. Bottom of the index was Chad on 1.7. South Korea had the biggest improvement in the Asia-Pacific region with a score of 5 (40th) compared with 4.5 (47th) in 2004. TI does not offer a direct explanation but notes Seoul's recent development of laws and institutions to combat corruption. Japan also improved on its score of 2004 (6.9, 24th) with 7.3 and 21st place. China came in 78th with a score of 3.2 and slightly down from last year. TI says it is concerned that corruption perceptions remain high in Indonesia and Sri Lanka, given the huge sums of money donated to those countries following the Indian Ocean tsuanmi in December. 'However, the government is making a serious attempt to curb corruption in Indonesia, while political commitment to do so in Sri Lanka is not yet clear,' the survey says. Newcomers to the survey included Cambodia with a score of 2.3 and Laos with 3.3. Eigen said leading industrialized nations -- like the Group of Eight -- should still provide aid and cut debts to developing countries even if they scored badly in the index. He said that these nations still need assistance and corruption should not be used as an excuse to deny providing funds. 'We have to avoid countries that in the past allowed corruption outside their borders -- like Japan, Germany and the United Kingdom -- and then suddenly turned around and put in rigid conditionality that only honest countries got their support,' Eigen told journalists in London at a press conference launching the report.
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