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	Korea Jumps to 40th in Transparency
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By Seo Dong-shin
Staff Reporter 

South Korea ranked 40th out of 159 countries surveyed in a global corruption perceptions index (CPI) this year, climbing from last year’s 47th out of 146 countries, the Transparency International (TI) reported Tuesday. 

Scoring five out of a clean score of 10, South Korea is ``the largest improver in Asia compared with last year,’’ said the report issued by the TI headquarters in Berlin, Germany. 

The CPI is a composite survey reflecting the perceptions of business people and country analysts, both resident and non-resident. It draws on 16 different polls from 10 independent institutions, according to TI, a global non-government organization committed to fighting corruption. 

This year, Iceland came first with 9.7, switching with Finland, which took first place last year. Finland and New Zealand followed at second with 9.6, while Bangladesh and Chad came in last, both scoring 1.7. 

South Korea ``has made significant progress in developing the institutions and laws to fight corruption, beginning with the inauguration of the Korean Independent Commission Against Corruption (KICAC) in 2002 and continuing in 2005 with the launch of the landmark K-PACT on anti-corruption and transparency, initiated by TI Korea and involving leaders in politics, the public sector, business and civil society,’’ the report said. 

South Korea’s transparency also improved among 30 member countries of the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), ranking 22nd this year, a two-step rise from the 24th place it has maintained since 2001. 

TI Korea and the KICAC hailed the nation’s improved CPI as important progress, but both noted that the country still has a long way to go. 

``This is actually a shame considering the country’s gross domestic product or the economy’s scale,’’ commented TI Korea in a statement. ``In Asia, we are even positioned behind Malaysia.’’ 

Among 12 countries in Asia, South Korea comes sixth, the same as last year. Singapore and Hong Kong lead the regional ranking, recording fifth and 15th in global ranking, respectively. 

Kim Sang-geun, chairman of TI Korea, said the proper implementation of the K-PACT, nationwide education on anti-corruption, and parliamentary ratification of the United Nations Convention Against Corruption, which is scheduled to take effect from Dec.14 this year, are necessary to move closer to a more transparent society. 

The KICAC attributed the nation’s improving CPI to the government’s anti-corruption drive. 

``We think the government’s efforts to fight corruption are beginning to be noticed both at home and abroad,’’ said Chung Soung-jin, chairman of the KICAC. ``Recently, international institutions such as the International Institute for Management Development and World Economic Forum have also rated South Korea higher in transparency indexes.’’ 
	
	


