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Corruption on the rise in Germany


In light of fraud and bribery scandals at several German companies, the country has fallen in the latest international anti-corruption ranking to place 16.The Berlin-based Transparency International has Germany beaten by Hong Kong and just narrowly ahead of the United States, ranked 17. The annual study measures perceived levels of corruption by taking into account the opinions of business people and country analysts, both resident and non-resident. According to the study, the least corrupt country is Iceland, followed by Finland and New Zealand. Corruption is seen as most rampant in Chad, Bangladesh, Turkmenistan, Myanmar and Haiti, which are also among the poorest countries in the world. "Corruption is a major cause of poverty as well as a barrier to overcoming it," Transparency International Chairman Peter Eigen said in a statement. "The two scourges feed off each other, locking their populations in a cycle of misery. Corruption must be vigorously addressed if aid is to make a real difference in freeing people from poverty. "While countries like Russia, Costa Rica and Nepal received worse results than the year before, several countries bettered their corruption record, including France, Japan, Nigeria and Turkey. The corruption index draws on 16 different polls from 10 independent institutions. For a country to be included, it must feature in at least three polls. As a result, a number of countries -- including some which could be among the most corrupt -- are missing because not enough survey data is available.
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