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Monday 27th April, 2009
Transparency International Pakistan calls HOPO Act as National Reconciliation Act, and demands for setting up of an Independent Accountability Commission for all parliamentarians, civilian and armed forces officers and judiciary. 

Karachi 27 April 2009: The bill of Holder of Public Office (Accountability) Act, 2009, to repeal NAB Ordinance 1999 is a vague bill, made only for the elected parliamentarians, excluding civil servants, local government members, and armed services, and is actually National Reconciliation Act,  a continuation of NRO. The bill requires major modifications. It begins with a wrong notion, as it defines the aim is to repeal the National Accountability Ordinance, 1999 and to enact new law of Accountability. The purpose should be for establishing an Independent Accountability Commission to eradicate corruption,   as has been committed by major political parties PPP, PML (N) and PML (Q), in their election manifesto in 2007. 

Syed Adil Gilani, Chairman Transparency International Pakistan said that this proposed law if made an Act of Parliament,  will allow corruption to flourish and the corrupt to enjoy its benefits without fear of prosecution. He said that the bill presented in the National Assembly is stated to be according to a demand agreed in the Charter of Democracy (COD), but, this is not the case. The COD calls for the Accountability of NAB and other Ehtesab operators to identify and hold accountable abuse of office by NAB operators through perjury and perversion of justice and violation of human rights since its establishment. It calls “to replace politically motivated NAB with an Independent Accountability Commission, who’s Chairman shall be nominated by the Prime Minister in consultation with the Leader of Opposition and confirmed by a Joint Parliamentary Committee, with 50 percent members from treasury benches and remaining 50 percent from opposition parties in same manner as appointment of judges through transparent public hearing.” 
It is now widely accepted that corruption is the ‘cancer’ which has deprived Pakistan the Rule of Law since the last 60 years and has weakened the very foundation of the Nation. It has limited the economic growth, hampered investment, and reduced the effectiveness of development programs. It has diverted the important and scarce public resources towards private gains, dictatorial rule of military and civilian rulers. This has resulted in increased illiteracy, the poor becoming poorer and breakdown of democratic and administrative institutions. It has caused militancy amongst the deprived youth, which is now threatening the very existence of the state. Syed Adil Gilani said that foreign aid did not reduce terrorism in Pakistan nor strengthened Pakistan’s economy, as the US aid of US $ 11 billion from 2001 to 2007 was misused and pocketed by corrupt rulers. There has been manifold rise in the terrorism and frequent incidents of suicide bombing, which never happened in Pakistan before 2002.  

TIP demands from the parliament to immediately form the Independent Accountability Commission, as committed by the major political parties to the Nation and to stop “the abuse of public office for private gain”. The new Commission should also include the Local Government elected members like Nazim, Councilors, Government officers, Armed forces officers, judiciary, and private sector in its purview.
The Chairman TIP said that the proposed bill also does not meet the commitment given to the United Nations by the Government of Pakistan in August 2007 when it ratified the   United Nation Convention against Corruption (UNCAC). This will create doubts in the donor countries/agencies about the will of the political government to fight corruption. Due to the general perception of rampant corruption in the last one year, the reposes of financial assistance are either very poor, or are promised with highly tight conditionalities. Pakistan at this point of time needs to demonstrate to the World at least its willingness for the good governance, and has to ensure existence of independent body to prevent corruption by such means as Implementing preventive anti-corruption policies and practices and, where appropriate, overseeing and coordinating the implementation of those policies; and increasing and disseminating knowledge about the prevention of corruption. Pakistan is also committed to inform the Secretary-General of the United Nations of the name and address of the authority that may assist other States Parties in developing and implementing specific measures for the prevention of corruption. This function at present is the responsibility of the National Accountability Bureau.  

The role of the new Commission has to include the Awareness and Preventive anti-corruption policies and implementation of good practices acclaimed by the World like National Anticorruption Strategy NACS 2002. This strategy needs to be revised and updated. Pakistan may adopt the Singapore’s Corrupt Practices Investigation Bureau (CPIB), or Hong Kong   Indpendent Commission Against Corruption (ICAC), which are the two most successful Anticorruption Commission models in the World. In the TI Corruption Perception Index, Singapore is rated 4th  cleanest and Hong Kong the 12th cleanest country in the World, much above USA, UK, Belgium, Japan and Germany and 175 other countries. Their resilient economy which even sustained the current global financial meltdown is a proof of benefits of clean countries.    
Syed Adil Gilani also reminded the main political parties to adhere to their promises and commitments made to the nation, based on which the public has elected them to rule the country. The rulers should not forget the outcome of “Peoples Power” the world has witnessed on 16th March 2009, when promises to the people are broken. Majority of Pakistanis may be illiterate, but now cannot be fooled, as they have awakened to effectively voice their rights, and also learnt how to achieve these rights. 

TIP wants the public to know that PPP has committed to the nation in its manifesto that Politically motivated NAB will be abolished and replaced by an Independent Accountability Commission whose Chairman will be appointed jointly by the Prime Minister and the Leader of the Opposition with the advice and consent of Joint Parliamentary Committee with parity between Treasury and the Opposition parties. PML (N) has committed to the nation in its election manifesto that the National Accountability Bureau will be revamped. It will not be an organization to be used (misused) by the government for victimizing its opponents, and Military and Judiciary will not be excluded from its purview. The National Accountability Bureau (NAB) will be replaced with an independent accountability commission. PML (Q) in its manifesto said that an independent, non-partisan anti-corruption institution, free of government control, will be established with a view to attacking corruption without fear or favour so that accountability is not used as a weapon of revenge against political opponents.
The proposed Accountability Commission instead of being an independent body is to be under the Ministry of Law and Justice. TI Pakistan suggest that the  new organization, which is to replace NAB  has to be an independent Accountability Commission, and  shall function independently as required under UNCAC,  and be accountable only to the Parliament or Judiciary. 
TI Pakistan reminds the parliament the advice of Quaid-i-Azam Mohammad Ali Jinnah given to the Constituent Assembly of Pakistan on 11th August 1947, which even today is a directive to the present parliament, “One of the biggest curses from which India is suffering…– I do not say that other countries are free from it, but I think our condition is much worse – is bribery and corruption. That really is a poison. We must put that down with an iron hand and I hope that you will take adequate measures as soon as it is possible for this Assembly to do so.” 
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