Call for an Effective UNCAC Review Mechanism

Dear Ambassador,

On 11 - 13 May a key intergovernmental Working Group meeting in Vienna will negotiate the design of a review mechanism for the UN Convention against Corruption. This meeting is part of discussions being held in the lead up to the Third Conference of States Parties (CoSP), which will be held in Doha, Qatar, in November 2009. 

I am writing to urge you to support an effective review mechanism, which should include civil society participation, publication of reports and on-site country visits. A mechanism without these essential elements would be both futile and disappointing. In fact, a review mechanism that denies civil society participation would be a large step back from the standards established in other review mechanisms. 

Confronting corruption is crucial for states and citizens alike all around the world. Reducing corruption means political, economic, social and environmental benefits for everyone. Particularly in light of the current financial environment, global standards need to be raised to ensure sustainable and equitable growth. 

It is critical that our government not only supports the formulation of a mechanism, but actively participates in its negotiation at the Working Group meetings in May and August. I call on you to apply your leadership in establishing an effective review mechanism, which will be lauded by all sectors of society.
Thank you for your support.

Best regards,

