Corruption all around me

A brief on my observations in Pakistani society on the corrupt practices about which I am not clear to call it corruption or a routine matter of daily life.

My journey begins into the landscapes of Pakistani society weaved in practices and processes that are called corruption in public discourses. But I am not sure it is or not? Let see. 
Corruption is a buzzing word in every section and aspect of life in Pakistan. Every individual around me in Pakistan is either a victim or pursuer of corruption either knowingly or unknowingly. Even in my family, which is comprised of civil servants, military servicemen, judges and businessmen, etc the word rishwat, sifarish ,jack are very frequently used, although I  am not inferring that they are corrupt. But they do certainly come across different people who confront the menace of corruption.
From my personal experience of getting admission for my brothers and sisters in different colleges or schools in Pakistan, we had to use some influence even if they were the top students in their classes. The recent example is that of my cousin’s search for job, who earned two gold medals. He had to look out for someone influential who can be used as a reference (sifarish) to get the job in a University as lecturer.

This situation is not limited to a family or a group of people. This is a prevailing phenomenon all around me. Every Institution and governmental department is notorious for this practice. It will be very rare that one will get his work done without any hurdle (rokawat) or paying any bribery (rishwat). From policeman to the postman, and from a bus conductor to a big-businessman, all of them I can see in the habit of doing corrupt practices.
Now I will quote of some personal experience that I came across in various departments during my interaction with public officials from lower to the top-brass. These are as follows:
My personal experience of making a passport is an interesting one. There is only one passport office (NADRA) in Peshawar (which show lack of availability of such services), which is home to about 2.24 million people. I had to go early in the morning to be in queue for depositing the money (it shows there is no system for giving or taking prior appointment in governmental offices). I waited almost for four hours due to huge crowd making queue. Then the bank was pathetic in terms of its services. As I succeeded in depositing money in this bank, I rushed to the passport office to be in another queue. But the queue was so long that I couldn’t get through that day and then come again. But ultimately I had to rely on Speed Money and thanks to speed money (bribery?) gift or reward that when I was making passport for my wife I didn’t need to be in the queue. I gave some money (equivalent 2 €) to a person who deposited the money for me in five minutes and we were standing in the queue in National Database Registration Authority (NADRA) office’s queue but when one of our villager saw us he dragged us from the queue and did all the formalities in ten minutes (relatives and acquaintances matter). Payment of two euros saved one day for me. But the question arises whether the people are willingly paying the money or they are made to pay it? I am in puzzling. 
But on the other hand, if one is driving on the National Highway (Motorway), a special police force called the Motorway Police (which is working as parallel to traffic police system) has been deployed there. One can easily see that very high profile people have been stopped by them and they never accepted any excuse nor any influence and Rishwat to let the culprit go ignored. The professional and transparent system earned a great applause from the masses, and government have and trying to establish such forces in every big city in the country. But then again I am puzzled whether this is handsome reward that did the solution?
There are many incidences that where people use back stair influence in getting their work done. As it happened to me, I needed to get my documents attested from Foreign Office in one day and time was about to over and there was huge queue which I wanted to avoid, so  I asked my uncle to do me a favor and he did it through his friend in Foreign Office in five minutes. So I was saved by then, otherwise it would have been great loss for me. Same things (favoritism, back stair influence,) mostly happen in transferring from one post to another.
So a question arises in my mind that why and how two different systems are prevailing in one country or even in one city. Is it about strict vigilance, or their salary setups that never let the employs to get money by unfair means or one own ethical responsibility/behavior. Are people really willing to pay money for their own comforts or they have been forced to do that. And secondly, is it all about money, or something else like non-monetary factors are also involved like influence, patronage, family connections, reciprocal demands etc.
Coming out from society to the national level, there is rarely any honest person sitting in the assemblies, though they are self proclaimed honest and clean persons whose hands are not dirty in any type of illegal activity. It is very evident from the fact that during elections buying votes and spending extra ordinary on election campaigns (than allowed by election commission) is crystal clear. And when they reach to the assemblies interest of the people are sidelined and personal interest come first. And it is evident from the fact that three people elected governments were overthrown by Presidents and by military chief, solely on corruption charges in a very short span of time. Every new government establishes new institution/department to take revenge from previous or opponent governments on corruption grounds. And moreover, the governments are mostly concern with the prosecutions than making the system right.      
These practices are so entrenched in our society that paying petty amount for speeding things doesn’t mean much for us.

These are some of the observations that make me think and puzzle to explore and look deeply into the root causes and aligned factors and to understand the process of the issue of corruption in Pakistan. This brief is comprised of my own personal observations and not any academic literature. 
