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Kenyan ministers quit over corruption scams

Two Kenyan ministers quit on Monday after being linked to corruption scandals that have shaken President Mwai Kibaki's government and angered foreign donors to the east African nation.

Kibaki said he had accepted the resignations of Education Minister George Saitoti and Energy Minister Kiraitu Murungi to pave the way for investigations into two separate graft scandals.

"I urge all Kenyans to exercise patience as the relevant arms of government carry out investigations into these issues," Kibaki added in a national broadcast.

With the recent resignation too of his finance minister and the departure from office on Monday of his personal assistant, the Kenyan president has now lost four key allies this month in one of Africa's biggest corruption scandals of recent times. All proclaim their innocence.

A report by an independent commission on Kenya's biggest corruption scandal, the "Goldenberg" affair, had named Saitoti and urged Attorney General Amos Wako to consider whether he should face criminal charges for his role in the scam.

Saitoti was finance minister in the early 1990s under former President Daniel arap Moi when Goldenberg -- a billion dollar scandal in which public funds were stolen in a bogus gold and diamond export scheme -- emerged.

Murungi's name has featured prominently in the so-called "Anglo Leasing" scam, in which government contracts worth up hundreds of millions of dollars were awarded to a phantom firm.

Kenya's former anti-corruption tsar John Githongo has accused Murungi of warning him to "go slow" on his investigations into Anglo Leasing.

Allegations by Githongo that several Kibaki ministers were involved in Anglo Leasing have badly damaged the government, which came to power in 2002 on vows to end graft miring east Africa's biggest economy in poverty.

TWIN SCANDALS

The twin scandals have drawn donor scrutiny on a continent where aid and debt relief is being increasingly pegged on good governance.

Murungi and Vice President Moody Awori -- also named by Githongo -- had previously said they would not step down following Finance Minister David Mwiraria's resignation over Anglo Leasing allegations on February 1.

But the spotlight quickly turned to Murungi last Thursday when the BBC aired a secretly taped recording of a meeting between Githongo and the former justice minister who famously described Anglo Leasing as "the scandal that never was"..

Murungi has dismissed the tape as "inaudible, insufficent and inadmissible to form any credible proof".

Opposition politicians, donors and civil groups had urged Kibaki to sack all senior ministers linked to the corruption scandals. The president's office said on Monday Kibaki's personal assistant Alfred Getonga who was also mentioned in the Anglo Leasing scam had been dismissed.

Analysts said the resignations were rare and positive developments for Kenya where senior officials have long-ignored public calls to take responsbility for any wrongdoing.

But some said the resignations were not enough.

"This in my view is too little in the light of the volumes of the scandals," said Ludeki Chweya, a lecturer at the Unuiversity of Nairobi. "The scandals are bigger than can be resolved by the resignation of three people," he said.

Others said Kibaki's credibility had been hurt because he kept the ministers until public pressure forced him to act.

"Unfortunately this has come after a lot of public pressure. It's a pity it's taken too long to happen," said Maina Kiai, chairman of the Kenya National Human Rights Commission.

Many Kenyans are outraged by the suggestion that senior officials may have been lining their own pockets while roads remain potholed, electricity is expensive and patchy in supply, and millions face starvation because of prolonged drought.

Githongo has said that he had kept Kibaki informed about investigations into the scandal.
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