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50 People Honored for Anti-Corruption Drive


By Seo Dong-shinThe Rev. Kim Geo-sung, secretary general of Transparency International (TI) Korea, Wednesday received the Moran Medal of the Order of Civil Merit from the government for his contributions to enhance transparency in society. The Korea Independent Commission Against Corruption (KICAC), a government body for ensuring transparency, awarded a total of 50 individuals and organizations for their activities to eradicate corruption last year. Kim, who is also a permanent board member of the Council for the Korean Pact on Anti-Corruption and Transparency (K-PACT), served as a key member for the signing of the K-PACT encompassing politicians, businessmen and civic workers last year, KICAC said in a statement. ``Kim contributed to expanding the pact all over society and improving the international image of the nation's transparency, thereby helping the nation's ranking on the corruption perceptions index (CPI) to rise positively,'' it said. Namgung Min, an inspector official at the Ministry of Information and Communication, also received Red Stripes of the Order of Service Merit for his introduction of ``clean'' initiatives at the ministry. Partly thanks to Namgung's efforts, the ministry placed first in transparency among the government agencies when evaluated by the KICAC. In addition, Lee Duk-jin, a managing director at Yuhan Kimberly, a company known for its pro-environment drive, received the Civil Merit Medal. ``Lee has been a model manager, enforcing ethical regulations in his company,'' a KICAC spokesman said. Other than the Ministry of Information and Communication, organizations that were honored for anti-corruption activities include KOTRA and ING Life Insurance.
