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Kenyans, Bosnian win corruption whistle-blower awards

A bank clerk and a police officer in Kenya and a tax inspector in Bosnia have won awards as anti-corruption whistle-blowers, the corruption watchdog Transparency International (TI) announced Friday.

Transparency said in a statement that David Munyakei, a clerk at Kenya's central bank, and Constable Naftali Lagat had won its 2004 Integrity Awards for shedding light on the Goldenberg scandal, one of the biggest in Kenyan history.

"The Goldenberg scandal made Kenya a poorer country, financially, structurally and morally," TI's Kenya director, Gladwell Otieno, said in Nairobi, where the organisation was meeting Friday. 

"Acts of corruption like this one owe their exposure to the courage and integrity of only a few individuals such as Lagat and Munyakei," she said in the statement issued from TI's Berlin headquarters.

The group also lauded Milica Bisic, former head of the tax department in the Bosnian Serb part of Bosnia, Republika Srpska.

It said she "fearlessly took on corruption in this system, clamping down on those benefiting from a shadow economy by refusing to pay their share of taxes."

"For the first time, the process of forcible collection of taxes was applied to large businesses. Many have since been charged with tax evasion and have closed down," the statement said.

Posthumous awards were also given to three people whose bravery cost them their lives.

One went to Hasan Balikci, a Turkish electrical engineer who was murdered because of his efforts to root out corruption in the state electricity company.

Also awarded was Satyendra Kumar Dubey, an Indian whistleblower who lost his life after making a complaint about corruption in the road-building project he was overseeing.

And recognition was extended to Manik Chandra Saha, a Bangladeshi journalist whose frequent reports on crime and corruption in politics led to his death.

"This year's winners are a source of inspiration to all of us as they have gone above and beyond their sense of duty to ensure that the corrupt have no one to bribe and nowhere to hide," TI chairman Peter Eigen said.
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