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NGO: No coherent mechanism for preventing corruption 
Denisa Maruntoiu 
	[image: image2.jpg]




	Alistsar (left) said a strategy to prevent corruption is still needed. 



	


Post-EU accession monitoring is needed for Romania to efficiently eradicate the corruption phenomenon, says Transparency International Romania. 

Romania deserves to join the EU in January 2007, but corruption should be kept under surveillance after the accession, as the issue has not yet been solved completely, according to Transparency International Romania, which yesterday published its report concerning corruption in Romania.
The report, which analyzes the anti-corruption laws and the ways they were applied between March 2005 and March 2006, is to also reach the European Commission's desk before the completion of the country report, scheduled for May 16. 
"When we talk about preventing corruption, things have not developed. We do not have coherent mechanisms. As for the sanctions, the perception is positive due to the government's attitude. What's more, the major corruption files have started to appear, but we cannot yet debate these cases, as they have not yet reached the court," said the president of Transparency International Romania, Victor Alistar. 
According to Alistar, this year's report is similar to those in recent years.
"The document points out both the positive and the negative results," explained Alistar.
The NGO's president said that, according to the research, the most vulnerable areas are the health system, education, public acquisitions, the distribution of infrastructure contracts and the relationship between the citizen and the representatives of the local authorities. 
Last weekend, however, in an interview with Dutch newspaper NRC Handelsblad, Prime Minister Calin Popescu Tariceanu said Romania has made important progress in fighting corruption, reaching a level where it is no longer a problem.
Tariceanu said the investigations of politicians charged with corruption, such as former Social Democratic executive president Adrian Nastase, will be finalized. The prime minister pointed out that, since his appointment, he has taken all necessary measures against corruption and that the National Anti-Corruption Department (DNA), previously influenced by politics, is now functioning independently, as it has become an efficient group in the fight against fraud and corruption.
"I honestly say corruption is no longer a problem," said Tariceanu, bringing in support of his claim the latest reports of the European Union which offered a positive evaluation on the progress made by Romania in recent years in the area of anti-corruption. 
On the other hand, Alistar contradicted Tariceanu, arguing that relationships between the citizen and public workers and doctors have not changed for the better. 
"We need powerful examples of concrete punishments and sanction," stressed Alistar. 
In addition, Transparency International's report points out that the EU must continue to pressure the government even after Romania's accession to the EU, in order to raise the level of integrity of the public administration, adding that the problem of the conflict of interests and wealth declarations need more time to be solved. 
"The government should consider the idea of creating an independent body to help prevent such incompatibilities," stated the survey. 
Tariceanu also admitted that corruption has not totally disappeared, but said Romania has registered a descending trend in the corruption barometer of the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development, from 2.6 percent to 0.7 percent.
In addition, the head of government said Romania has a negative image as "a state corrupt to the back-bone" because of a false perception of reality.
Asked why politicians charged with corruption are not being investigated, Tariceanu said investigations into former Prime Minister Nastase are being carried out at the moment and he is convinced the inquiry will be finalized soon.
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