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	Argentina
Poder Ciudadano
www.poderciudadano.org.ar
	Argentina’s federal system allows for every province to have its own political finance regime, a situation comparable to the United States’ national legislation, which was last reformed in 2002.  

This legislation introduced a cap on donations, bans on certain types of donations, limits on spending and enhanced disclosure on private donations. 
However, compliance with the law continues a main challenge.  


	Legislative elections took place in October 2005 and Presidential elections are scheduled for April 2007.
	The chapter has a longstanding tradition of activism during the election process. One method the chapter carries out is collecting information on candidates (candidatos visibles) to allow citizens to cast an informed vote. 
A second concept is transparency pacts, challenging presidential candidates to voluntarily disclose accounts on donations received during the election process; and checking this data with cost estimates of commercial ads in the media. This approach has been successfully replicated in several other countries, in and outside Latin America. 
The chapter also monitors Congressional representatives.  Databases including information on candidates’ and officeholders personal assets, allows for the detection of abnormal increases in personal wealth.
	

	Brazil

TI Brasil
www.transparencia.org.br
	Brazil’s system of campaign finance has undergone radical changes because of scandals that occurred in the early 1990s. 
Transparency requirements have been promoted and direct public subsidies have been substantially increased. Brazil has a longstanding tradition of providing free airtime to parties and prohibits any additional political commercials. 
The EMB has modernized the electoral process, by introducing electronic voting and electronic accountability on election finance. This was not enough to prevent a mayor scandal that tarnished the political landscape in 2005, unveiling substantial amounts of undeclared candidate contributions. 
	Brazil will hold national Presidential and Congressional elections and state legislative and governor elections on October 1, with runoff elections taking place on October 29, 2006.
	The chapter has focused on the election process since it was founded. In early times, awareness raising was dominant.  The focus shifted towards researching vote buying and scrutinizing public data on campaign finance. 
The chapter has created a website www.asclaras.org.br
about political finance and has published a number of reports on the subject.  The chapter has been invited to participate in a commission on election finance reform, following recent political finance scandals and investigations.

	Other organizations have focused on issues related to campaign finance. 
· CBJP since 1996 started a campaign against vote buying and spearheaded a coalition of organizations focused on introducing more rigid legislation. 
· Ethos, an organization concerned with corporate governance, raises awareness in the corporate sector about campaign donations and has recently launched an initiative calling for private sector self-constraint during the next elections. 



	Canada

TI Canada
www.transparency.ca
	Canada’s electoral finance system is considered a model in many countries. 

Canada has reformed its system of party and campaign finance in 1996, 2000 and 2003. 

The last reform occurred after an intense debate, spurred by a report from the chief electoral officer to Parliament in 2001. 

Campaign and party finance in Canada includes caps on private donations to candidates and parties, and even more severe restrictions exist for corporate donations. 

In addition, the law limits the total expense of parties, candidates and third parties who are involved in elections. The state subsidizes parties and election campaigns heavily. Up to 50% of campaign expenses can be claimed for reimbursement. 

Resources administered by candidates, parties and third parties is reported regularly to the Election Commissioner and publicly accessible in an electronic database.
	Canada went through parliamentary elections on January 23, 2006.
	
	· Elections Canada www.elections.ca, is an independent public institution reporting to parliament, set up to defend citizen’s rights in the electoral process.

· The Institute for Research on Public Policy (IRPP) www.irpp.org has done research on political finance and had an outstanding role in the debate on reform.

	Chile

Chile Transparente
www.chiletransparente.cl
	The Chilean system of political finance was reformed in 2003.  New legislation introduced public subsidies and limits on campaign spending and was first tested in municipal elections 2004. 
The reforms introduced a unique system of transparency on private donations. 
While small donations may be kept anonymous; medium size donations must be reported to the EMB, but not disclosed to the public. Only large donations must be made public. 
Chile grants free airtime for parties and bans additional commercial ads, like Brazil.
	The next Legislative elections will occur in 2009, while Presidential elections will not take place before 2011.  
	The chapter has developed a number of ad hoc activities on political finance during the last Presidential and Legislative elections (December 11, 2005 and the second round for Presidential elections January 11, 2006). 


	

	Costa Rica

TI Costa Rica
www.transparenciacr.org
	The country has a longstanding democratic tradition.  The Electoral Management Body is exemplar in the region and has wide reaching authority. 
Campaign finance law allows for public subsidies to parties since the 1950s and requires regular disclosure of donors’ identity. Scandals involving mayors, followed by legislative investigations (2002-2005), have spurred debate on reforming the political finance system in the country. 
	National elections for the President, Legislative and Municipalities were held on February 5, 2006 and the next elections will be held in 2010.
	The chapter has been active in the political finance reform debate in the country. During the last years TICR has monitored the airtime and costs of media advertising and has scrutinized parties’ declarations of campaign donations. 
The chapter challenges candidates to publicly declare their assets. Recent legislation calls for  such declaration but denies public access to the data. 
The chapter has drafted suggestions for reforming political finance rules. 


	

	Colombia

Transparencia por Colombia www.transparenciacolombia.org.co
	
	Legislative elections were held on March 12, and were followed by Presidential elections on March 28, 2006.
	The chapter has actively participated in past elections informing voters on the electoral process and on candidates. Media advertising has been monitored. 
The chapter has assessed the risk of private interests influencing elected legislative officials.  
An updated version of the website www.votebien.com is planned for upcoming elections. Assessing the impact of reelection and a new campaign finance law providing increased public funding is a special challenge.
	

	Dominican Republic

Participación Ciudadana
www.pciudadana.com
	
	Congressional and Municipal elections were held on May 16, 2006.  Presidential elections will not take place before May 2008.

	The TI contact Participación Ciudadana, has been observing elections in the country for several years. 
An ethics code for elections, expanded by PC, has proved to be a useful tool for several consecutive elections. 


	

	Ecuador

Corporación Latinoamericana para el desarrollo
http://www.cld.org.ec/

	The country went through a political crisis in 2005, ousting its President and is now in the process of reformulating its electoral system. 


	Legislative and Presidential elections are expected to be held on October 16, 2006 with runoff election scheduled for November 26, 2006.
	
	Since 2000, the chapter has collected  data on candidates in popular elections. This project, labeled Quien es quien en Ecuador, was developed in cooperation with the Electoral Management Body and seeks to inform voters on the political background, criminal record and personal assets of candidates and high public officials (via website www.viviendolademocracia.org). 

Since 2002 CLD has helped set up an organization for election and campaign finance monitoring. Participacion Ciudadana was to follow up and expand this effort. 
PC has presented suggestions for reforming electoral law such as, advocating restrictions for corporate donations. Additional information was not available on the website 
www.participacionciudadana.org.



	Guatemala

Acción Ciudadana
ww.accionciudadana.com
	Guatemala’s political finance laws were reformed in 2004.  These reforms increased public funding and introduced transparency requirements on private donations.
An important characteristic of the electoral process was is the monopoly of media ownership.  According to the new law, media space has to be purchased, but has to follow public criteria of maximum airtime.
	Guatemala will hold Presidential and Legislative elections in November 2007.
	The chapter has done extensive work on party and campaign finance such as:
· Monitoring the illegal use of public funds in elections

· Monitoring the cost of media ads in elections

· Providing citizens with information on candidates
· Monitoring legislative representatives 
Currently the chapter is creating an innovative way to measure transparency of party finance.


	

	Honduras

Aci Participa
http://ns.rds.org.hn/~pablo/aci/index.html

	Honduras reformed its political finance rules in 2004. The new regulations include:

· Increased public funding

· More transparency 
· Sanctions for noncompliance 
These measures still need to be implemented on the ground.  

	Honduras recently elected a new government and Congress in November 2005.  Elections will not be held before 2009.
	The national contact experience observing elections. During the primaries for the national elections in February 2005, ACI collected information on candidates and carried out a voter education campaign. 
Throughout the Presidential and Congressional elections in November 2005, ACI created a project dedicated to the issue of political finance. The project called for voluntary declarations of donations made to candidates.  This addressed a loophole in the existing law which does not force disclosure of contributions made to individual candidates.  
	

	Mexico

T Mexicana
www.transparenciamexicana.org.mx

	Mexico’s campaign finance is largely based on public resources.
The Electoral Law of 1996 sets limits to private donations.  The law stipulates that the total amount parties can receive from private donors is 10% of public subsidies. Total campaign expenditures are equally limited. 
Parties have free access to a limited amount of media airtime, but can contract further paid airtime. 


	Mexico will have Presidential and Legislative Elections (500 Deputies and 128 Senators) on July 2, 2006. Several local elections will take place the same day.
	Towards the upcoming elections, the chapter has developed an innovative tool to monitoring pre-campaign finance. 
Campaign resources of pre-presidential candidates are managed by a financial institution and an independent board.


	Other organizations like Alianza Civica www.alianzacivica.org.mx and Presencia Ciudadana www.presenciaciudadana.org.mx have monitored political finance and have campaigned for reforms in earlier elections. 
Alianza Civica is campaigning in favor of reducing public subsidies by 50%.



	Nicaragua

Etica y Tranparencia
www.eyt.org.ni
	Nicaragua’s EMB is closely linked to the dominant political parties. Although political parties receive considerable funding from the state, they are not required to disclose accounts on their resources, nor do they have to declare private funds received.


	Presidential and Congressional elections are to be held on November 5, 2006.
	The chapter has experience as election observers and focuses on critical issues such as:

· Political finance

· Lack of independence

· Efficiency and integrity of Electoral Management Body
· Abuse of state resources by the ruling party during elections

· Prohibitive entry barriers for new parties to run in elections
· Access to public funding of political activities

	

	Panama

TI Panamá
www.libertadciudadana.org
	
	The next general elections will take place in 2009.
	The chapter has been critical of the financial practices of the political parties in Panama.  
The law allows considerable amounts of public subsidies but does not force political parties to give information on donors. 
In prior elections, information on candidates has been collect to inform citizens.  
The chapter is nationally recognized for its expertise on political finance and was invited to the Commission on Electoral Reform after the elections in May 2004.


	

	Paraguay

Transparencia Paraguay
www.transparencia.org.py
	
	Congressional and Presidential elections  will be held no earlier than April 2008
	The chapter has raised awareness about political financing.  As part of a joint venture, T Paraguay developed a study on political finance.  

The chapter connects political finance to public procurement, which is its main focus. 


	

	Peru

Proética; Transparencia Peru
www.proetica.org.pe

	
	Peru held Presidential and Congressional elections on April 9, 2006.
	 TPerú has done extensive work on political finance in the country. The process of political re-democratization coincided with a critique of several organizations responsible for election management. 
TPeru was a leading organization in the process of reformulating the electoral law in 2003, guaranteeing more transparency on private donations to parties. 
TPeru collects data on party finance, making it available to the public. Parties receive training from TPeru on financial management.

	

	United States

(TI USA)

www.transparency-usa.org
	The USA has a long record of public debate on political finance. 

There are different regulations for the federal and state level. 

The Federal Election Campaign Act laid the groundwork for political finance regulation.  Some reforms have been overturned by Buckley vs. Valeo in 1976. 

On the federal level donations made to parties and candidates have limits and companies cannot make donations. 

Contributions must be reported to the Federal Election Commission. In practice, third parties, such as PACs and other organizations do not obey these regulations.  This opens up the door for large corporate donations that can influence election campaigns. 

Public subsidies to campaigns have to be declared when citizens file their tax declaration and political candidates may accept or decline public funds and the limitations attached. 

The Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act 2002 (BCRA) restores limits to deter election influence and to reinforce disclosure of contributions.

Currently, there is an ongoing debate in Congress, regarding ethics, in response to recent political corruption scandals.  
	National Congressional elections in US will take place in November 2006 and Presidential elections will be held in November 2008.
	TI-USA focuses on corruption issues in foreign countries. 

However there is intense discussion on political finance in the US. National and state legislation regulate the topic and diverge from each other. 

There is plenty of experience in academia and among civil society organizations (not linked to the chapter) on campaign finance.  

	In the field of academia, noteworthy institutions include: 

· The Washington based Campaign Finance Institute www.cfinst.org 

· The Annenberg Public Policy Center at University of Pennsylvania focusing on campaign advertising costs www.annenbergpublicpolicycenter.org/issueads
· The Los Angeles based Center for Governmental Studies www.cgs.org focuses on disclosure regulations in state legislation. 

Numerous civil society organizations are involved in campaign finance oversight: 

· Open Secrets, run by the Center of Responsive Politics in Washington has a long tradition of national campaign finance monitoring www.crp.org
· Political Money Line in Washington has a similar focus www.fecinfo.com 

· The Washington based Common Cause serves as a medium to hold politicians accountable to public interests www.commoncause.org
· Network Public Interest Research Groups has been engaging in campaign finance reform pirg.org.

A number of US based organizations have gathered knowledge political finance in various countries. 

· The Carter Center in Atlanta has extensive knowledge in electoral observation, and has recently focued on political finance www.cartercenter.org. 

· Another important organization is the International Foundation for Election Systems in Washington (IFES), setting up comparative databases on electoral systems and the cost of elections http://www.ifes.org.  

Chapters in Latin America can learn from these experiences, as databases on political finance are abundant in the United States.


	Uruguay

Uruguay Transparente

www.uruguaytransparente.org.uy
	The political finance system guarantees public subsidies for political parties, but does not outline any donation limits or caps on campaign spending. 
Information about private donors is not required. Awareness of political finance is limited to a small number of academics.

	The next Presidential and Legislative elections are scheduled for October 2009.
	
	

	Venezuela

T Venezuela
www.transparencia.org.ve
	Venezuela revoked any public subsidies to political parties in 1999. State resources are supposed to influence political competition. 
	Legislative elections took place on December 4, 2005 and Presidential elections are scheduled for December 3, 2006.
	Although the chapter has been active in the past as an election observer and participated in a referendum (August 2004), questioning the independence of the Electoral Management Body, political finance is not a main focuses of its work. 

	


