Regional Workshop on “Promoting Transparency and Accountability of

Local Governments and Deterring Corruption in Public Contracting and

Procurement,” Bali, Indonesia from 27- 29 June 2006.

Transparency International together with Transparency International Indonesia will host the Asia-EU Regional on “Promoting Transparency and Accountability of Local Governments and Deterring Corruption in Public Contracting and Procurement,” which will take place in Bali, Indonesia from 28- 29 June 2006.

This Asia-EU Regional Workshop is the culminating part of an EU/UKFCO funded two-year capacity building and networking Project aiming to reduce corruption in local government public procurement in Indonesia, Malaysia and Pakistan.

Rationale

TI initiated the Project concept on the knowledge that corruption can add up to 25% to the cost of public contracting, generating waste of public resources, missed development opportunities, an unstable environment for businesses and therefore increasing poverty. It also frequently distorts project selection and results in substandard construction. Consequently, public trust in government is dissipated. Experience shows that corruption in public contracting, if not contained, will grow.

Background

Since its beginning in December 2004, the Project has brought a number of local stakeholders together, initiating highly successful capacity building needs assessments and subsequent training workshops for local government and civil society.

The Project also created opportunities to introduce and develop to specific local contexts practical tools for promoting transparency and accountability in public contracting, such as TI’s Integrity Pact.

The Regional Workshop is designed as “the capstone” of this two-year project and creates a unique opportunity to bring together stakeholders from the Project countries and from the wider region. It presents and capitalises on the work already done in the Project Countries to promote reduction of corruption in public contracting in as many country as possible across the Asia Pacific region.

The purpose of the Regional Workshop is two-fold: (i) to share participants’ concrete experience, expertise and knowledge and (ii) to reflect and strategise co-operatively about future activities and programmes to reduce corruption in public contracting.

Objectives

The Regional Workshop aims to:

Present an overview on the status of corruption in public contracting and procurement at the local government levels in Asia and Europe;

Discuss initiatives to promote transparency and accountability of local governments and deterring corruption in public contracting;

Promote information exchanges and networking among participants;

Develop a Training Manual or Handbook on Promoting Transparency and Accountability in Public Contracting” as a general source of information;

Develop recommendations for future action such as developing technical and financial support, regional co-operation and local community programmes to promote transparency and accountability of local governments and deterring corruption in public contracting and procurement.

Participation
The Workshop expects a wide participation of more than 120 professionals from 16 countries in the region representing civil society organisations, local government, national government, private sector, regional/international organisations, donor agencies and foundations, and the media.

The Workshop offers opportunities for participants to contribute to the implementation and follow-up to the workshop.

For more information, please contact the Project Manager, Lisa Prevenslik-Takeda

lptakeda@transparency.org
