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Anti-corruption conference opens in South Korea

An international conference opened here Sunday to discuss global cooperation

 in eradicating corruption and enhancing transparency.

The Seoul meeting is compromised of two forums -- the 11th session of the

 International Anti-corruption Conference (IACC) from Sunday to Wednesday and the

 Global Forum III, which will run from Thursday to Saturday.

The Global Forum is a gathering of cabinet-level ministers, government officials and academics in charge of anti-corruption supervision.

 Hosts South Korea and the Berlin-based Transparency International watchdog

 have invited representatives from some 100 nations, including OECD

 Secretary-General Donald Johnston and US Secretary of Commerce Donald Evans.

The watchdog will honor a Nigerian drugs chief, a campaigner in rural India and a sacked Samoan government auditor with its 2003 Integrity Awards for their

 work against corruption.

The Nigerian, Dora Akunyili, is head of that country's National Agency for

 Food and Drug Administration and Control.

Since April 2001 she has defied death threats while tackling corrupt practices in the manufacturing, import and export of drugs, cosmetics and food products, the watchdog said.

Anna Hazare, also known as Kisan Babu Rao, has campaigned for more than 20

 years against high level corruption in the Indian state of Maharashtra, it said.

Sua Rimoni Ah Chong, who was controller and chief auditor of Samoa, was dismissed in 1995 after implicating six ministers in improper activities and payments.

Transparency plans to publish its annual report on corruption around the world.

